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1. Using oral history in the classroom.  Oral history can be used across the curriculum exploring key 

concepts for instance reinforcing chronology or learning to formulate and test hypotheses.  Here are 

two suggested activities that explore concepts or themes inspired by the interview. 

Worthless or Priceless?  This activity explores the perceptions of value and worth about an object 

(for example a bicycle).  Simple resources required for this task; cards illustrated with of a range of 

objects.  Split the class into groups of five students.  Ask the students to group objects into 

‘priceless’, ‘middle status’ or ‘worthless’ groups.   Priceless objects can be items that are financially 

valuable (a crown), or have great sentimental value (teddy bear).  Show and Tell: Ask the groups to 

explain their choices to the rest of the group.   

Landscapes and Language.  Provide the class with a set of images of landscapes and locations both 

rural and urban.   Ask the students to describe the worlds depicted.  For example who might live 

there? How would they travel there? Have they ever been to a place like this? Provide word cards to 

assist them for example:  alien, dangerous, exciting, familiar, friendly, frightening, lonely, safe, 

busy, calm, clear, cloud, coast, cold, country, dark, flat, flowers, light, open, outside, peaceful, 

rocky, space, steep, sky, town, trees, village, warm, water.  

Next ask the students to construct a scene from found objects or images from magazines to create a 

collage of their own imaginary world.  Then write a story about their journey around the landscape 

of it.  Word cards could include:  bend, blur, dance, drift, drop, fly, jump, lift, move, run, shift, skip, 

strength, stretch, swing. 

2. Using Images and Video  

British Pathé has over 3500 hours of filmed history dating across the 20th century.   It is available to 

view free of charge by schools, colleges and educational establishments.  These two newsreels focus 

on Evelyn Hamilton, professional cyclist who undertook a series of cycling challenges to prove that 

women were just as capable as men. http://www.britishpathe.com/video/cycling-tips    

http://www.britishpathe.com/video/evelyn-hamilton-long-distance-cyclist  

3. John Keavey: A 1930’s childhood 

Questions and discussion points that can be raised with KS1 & 2 include: 

Using Extracts 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 

Explore changes & continuity in technology.  Types of transportation mentioned include horse & 

carriage, hansom cabs, Penny Farthing cycles, the more familiar ‘safety cycle’.  How many times are 

motorised vehicles mentioned? (cars were only for the wealthy until after WWII) 

http://www.britishpathe.com/video/cycling-tips
http://www.britishpathe.com/video/evelyn-hamilton-long-distance-cyclist
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Using Extracts 2 

Explore the concept of enterprise, how did businesses develop to ‘cash in’ on the popular cycling 
clubs. i.e. providing catering facilities, magazines, books and organising rallies.  Task the students to 
create their own 1930’s business. 

Using Extract 4 

Use this as a starting point to examine holidays.  (The opening up of the seaside to the working 

classes by railways from Victorian era onwards.  To the package holiday of the 1980’s ushered in by 

cheap flights) 

Using Extract 5 

Discuss and explore the concept of characteristics and stereotypes i.e the Yorkshire tyke.   

 


