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ALICE MAUNDERS AND DINNER PARTIES 

WRM Did they entertain people to dinner? 

AM Oh, yes.  They had the beagle parties and... yes, they did quite a lot of that. 

WRM Was there a big dining room and a big table? 

AM A very, big dining room, yes, and the billiard room was the ballroom, you see, they 

used that as well.  They had tennis parties as well, for when the Holdsworths used to 

come, and the staff were lent to each other’s houses to help out.  We went to Catteral 

Hall or we went to Lawkland Hall, and their staff came and helped us when there 

was big parties. 

WRM What was a dinner like actually at Stackhouse?  I mean, you’d spend a lot of time 

preparing the table would you, and setting it? 

AM Yes, they had a lot of snipe, you know?  We used to serve snipes whole, with the 

beak through, you know?  And they had... they’d start off with a starter, what we call 

starters today, first course.  And then there’d be perhaps artichoke soup, or any kind 

of soup, and then there’d be a bird, a little bird which would be just one little tiny 

bird with its beak through, and that was another course with a bit of something to go 

with it.  And then there was hors d’oeuvres and then there was either a roast beef 

about so big – ooh, when I think about it now, cutting down a lump of sirloin – and 

the horseradish sauce, and then the sweet.  The cook would make different sweets, 

you see, and then there’d be the cheese and biscuits.  And of course all the different 

wines were served.  A white wine with the fish, a red wine with meat, etcetera, 

etcetera; and I learnt all that, you see?  And I was there three years. 
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WRM How many people would there be for dinner on an occasion like this? 

AM I should think about twenty, average about twenty. 

WRM About twenty.  And in the room there would be twenty people sitting down and 

virtually the whole staff were working towards supplying the meal, were they? 

AM Supplying that meal, yes. 

WRM Because I mean there weren’t any facilities for keeping things warm were there? 

AM No, there was no fridges, there was nothing; not even a hot plate.  That was why they 

had the between maid, so that she could run like the devil to the pantry with the hot...   

The soup went in a big tureen and the butler served that himself.  And of course the 

parlour maid just stood by the side of him, he handed it to the parlour maid and she 

took it to the table.  And you served from the right and you took from the left, and 

you had to be careful to do that as well.  Because if you didn’t you got... [it]. 

WRM How much were people paid at that time? 

AM I was paid five shilling a week. 

WRM In the 1920s, what would the butler get at that time roughly? 

AM He’d probably get a pound a week, and the cook-housekeeper would get the same.  

They were practically on a level. 

WRM So it ranged from a pound for the top servants to five shillings for the new starters.  

And five shillings was a lot of money then, was it? 
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AM Well, it was.  It was a pound a month.  We were paid monthly.  Well, you see we got 

our keep.  It was five shillings for us, wasn’t it, to spend, and it was quite a lot of 

money. 

WRM Did you have your uniform provided? 

AM No, we’d to supply our own uniform. 

WRM Had you? 

AM Yes, but as time went on and they found out that girls were looking a bit, you know, 

short of aprons and such like, the McEvoys provided the afternoon aprons and the 

little things. 

WRM And there was a servants’ hall, was there? 

AM The servants’ hall?  Oh, glorious was the servants’ hall, it was huge.   

WRM Was it? 

AM It would be about as big as these two rooms put together, and a big table in the 

middle, and there was a chest of drawers along one side and every one was marked 

for the staff.   You see, I had a drawer and the housekeeper had... we all had own 

drawers to put our aprons and our uniform and whatever things we were working 

with there.  I remember this big, open fireplace and just this one big table in the 

centre and a big, bay window about (that’s gone by the way because the nurseries 

have all gone) as big as this room.  And there was a table in with a lot of ferns on.  

And I remember the cook-housekeeper, oh, she took a delight in looking after that.  

That was her garden.  She ruled us with a rod of iron.  If I wasn’t in... with being the 
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youngest I had to be in at half past nine at night, I didn’t get an extension ‘til ten 

o’clock; but as I got older I did.   Half past nine I had to be in, and she was there 

waiting for me.  Because I was under her charge, you see, she had to look after me. 

WRM There would be quite a lot of tradesmen coming to the house from Settle, were there? 

AM Well, Hargers... Parkers the Joiners used to come and beat all the carpets in the 

spring cleaning.  The McEvoys went to the Canary Islands for their holidays for 

about a month, and the house was left to the staff to spring clean, and Parkers and 

Hargers were employed to come up and lift the carpets, take them out onto the lawn 

and they used to beat them with sticks, etcetera.  And we used to wash the floors and 

wash the paint.  Oh, we had a wonderful time when they were away.  We could have 

our lads about!  [Laughs] And all these joiners were all lads in my day serving their 

apprenticeships with the Parker brothers. 

WRM And the coal, that would arrive at the back door presumably did it? 

AM Oh, it came in carts, you know, there was no wagons it was horse and cart. 

WRM But I mean there was a definite segregation?  I mean you wouldn’t allow a tradesman 

to come in through the main gate would you? 

AM Oh no, they had a way round the back and they had a coal place and they knew just 

where they were going and they used to tip it in.  That was away from the house 

altogether. 

WRM It was? 

AM Yes. 
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WRM And how was it brought up to the house, in smaller barrows and things? 

AM Well, it was just opposite the house.  It was brought in... well, the handyman used to 

look after all the coal scuttles and all the coal bunkers and everything.  That was his 

job, to bring in the coal for the fires, and the kindling.  We called it kindling, I 

suppose you called it kindling.  He brought everything in.  So they had a staff of 

twelve when I was there. 

 

 


