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JOHN KEAVEY AND THE RAILWAYS 

WRM What were the characteristics of the rail system in the West Riding in the mill town 

areas?  Were they mainly geared to industry and short-haul passenger services? 

JK Yes, there was quite a good network.  It was already being eroded by the bus in the 

early ‘30s but for example, again I lived at Dewsbury Road about half or three-

quarters of a mile from Beeston station and I used to go there to watch the trains, and 

occasionally if I was feeling flush I’d take the train from Beeston into Leeds Central 

and back which I think cost me tuppence return in those days.  And there was a 

network of local services particularly serving the heavy woollen district.  You could, 

for example, from the old Leeds Central station get a train... and these were trains 

that developed a sort of atmosphere of their own.  They were ex-Great Northern 

Railway, articulated coaches, plenty of wood, gas lighting, very comfortable plush 

seats, and made originally for services out of King’s Cross.  Now out of Leeds 

Central there was quite a good service to Castleford which came out through 

Ardsley.  Ardsley in those days was quite an important railway junction with big 

sheds.  Now it’s like Low Moor, it’s just a waste; just two stretches of pre-stressed 

welded track, flat-bottomed track, running over a cindery waste.  In those days it was 

an important place.  And from Beeston to Ardsley I think again the return was about 

tuppence, so it was quite an exciting ride for youngsters was that.  But you could get 

the train from Leeds to Castleford.  You could also get a train from Leeds through 

Wortley to Dewsbury and Batley, and there was one rather marvellous service which 

has been rationalised or cut down over the years, but you could still go from Leeds to 

Bradford via Tingley by changing into a Wakefield-Batley train there.  Now Tingley 

Junction was a marvellous place high up on the hill, isolated from any other houses 
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apart from Tingley crossroads.  But there you got the same feeling that I think you 

get in later years at Garsdale on the Settle-Carlisle.  You were in a little, isolated 

railway world looking down the valley to Leeds on the one side, and also the other 

way you’re looking over to Morley Town Hall and down into the heavy woollen 

industry.  It was a most romantic place really, all gone of course now.  You had a 

high level railway that came up the cutting from Beeston and then was carried over 

the Great Northern main line by a stone viaduct that ran above it, and the viaduct is 

still there even today.  It carried this line right on the skyline to Tingley, past where 

the Gas Board have their place now.  Other lines were: Hunslet still had its own 

station, and there was quite a good service through Hunslet down to Methley and 

down to the Barnsley line. 

WRM I suppose the real romantic line for the West Riding was the one through Skipton to 

Morecambe, was it? 

JK Ah yes, well, certainly for Bradford people.  Leeds, of course, although a lot of 

people went to Morecambe, they had a very close loyalty to Scarborough and 

Bridlington; particularly I think Bridlington.  At one time you had commuter traffic 

from Leeds to Bridlington in the summer. 

WRM Where did the heavy wool industry go by-and-large, like Bradford? 

JK From my recollections there, the heavy woollen people divided their loyalties 

between Blackpool, Morecambe, Southport, Bridlington and Scarborough; and a 

small number would go through to Cleethorpes, because before the war the LNER 

did cultivate quite a traffic from the Bradford area, Wakefield and to a lesser extent 

their own line through Dewsbury and Batley down to Cleethorpes.  A fair outing for 
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day trips, of course, was Belle Vue.  But I would say that perhaps the heavy woollen 

district had a bias towards Blackpool. 

 


